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English 3100: Cultural Foundations I 
Fall 2015 
 
 
 
Jyoti Panjwani 
Office: Ch 3576 
E-mail:  jpanjwani@eiu.edu 
Office Hours: TR 2:00-3:30 p.m. and W 3:00-4:00 p.m. 
 
Course Description: 
 
This course will focus on an in-depth study of the distinctive cultural foundations of 
Western and African traditions through a discussion of such themes as differences in 
mythic and rationalistic worldviews, relationships between divine and human worlds, 
concepts of reality versus appearance, and the development of tragic dimensions of 
humanity. We will also explore the changes in social, moral, and aesthetic values over 
time. The first segment of the course will examine the foundations of Western cultures 
through a critical analysis of the writings of Homer, Sophocles, Ovid, Boccaccio, 
Cervantes, and Voltaire. The second segment will introduce the Sub-Saharan African 
cultural foundations in contrast to the earlier emphasis on Western cultures.  We will first 
reflect on the myths and folktales from various African countries, and then discuss the 
literary works of Chinua Achebe, Ngugi Wa Thiong’o, and Okot p’Bitek to understand 
the relationships between colonizing and colonized cultures.  
 
Course Requirements: 
 
Midterm Exam 1 – 20% 
Midterm Exam 2 – 20% 
Essay 1 (3-5 pages) – 15% 
Essay 2 (3-5 pages) – 15% 
Final Exam – 20% 
Active preparation and class-participation – 10% 
 
Texts Required: 
 
Homer, Iliad (trans. Robert Fagles) 
Grene and Lattimore, ed., The Greek Tragedies, Vol. I (2nd ed.) 
Ovid, Metamorphoses (trans. Mary Innes) 
Boccaccio, The Decameron (trans. Mark Mussa and Peter Bondanella) 
Cervantes, The Adventures of Don Quixote (trans. Cohen) 
Voltaire, Candide (trans. John Butt) 
Harold Scheub, The African Storyteller 
Chinua Achebe, Things Fall Apart 
Okot p’Bitek, Song of Lawino and Song of Ocol 
Ngugi Wa Thing'o, Weep Not Child  
 
Course Policies: 
 
Discussion (participation) is an important component of this course. Your presence in 
class is important for everyone, but especially for you. Papers are due at the beginning of 
the class on the day they are due. For each day that the paper is late, the letter grade will 
fall by one full grade: an ‘A’ essay due on Friday will be an ‘F’ by next Thursday. 
ALWAYS MAKE COPIES AND BACK UP YOUR WORK! 
 
Plagiarism Policy (English Department): 
 
Any teacher who discovers an act of plagiarism – “The appropriation or imitation of the 
language, of ideas, and/or thoughts of another author and representation of them as one’s 
own original work” (Random House Dictionary of the English Language) – has the right 
and responsibility to impose upon the guilty student an appropriate penalty, up to and 
including immediate assignment of a grade of F for the course, and to report the incident 
to the Judicial Affairs Office. 
 
Academic integrity: 
 
Students are expected to maintain principles of academic integrity and conduct as defined 
in EIU’s Code of Conduct (http://www.eiu.edu/judicial/studentconductcode.php). 
Violations will be reported to the Office of Student Standards.   
 
Information for Students with Disabilities: 
 
If you have a documented disability and wish to receive academic accommodations, 
please contact the Office of Disability Services (581-6583) as soon as possible. 
 
The Student Success Center: 
 
Students who are having difficulty achieving their academic goals are encouraged to 
contact the Student Success Center (www.eiu.edu/~success) for assistance with time 
management, test taking, note taking, avoiding procrastination, setting goals, and other 
skills to support academic achievement. The Student Success Center provides 
individualized consultations. To make an appointment, call 217-581-6696, or go to 9th 
Street Hall, Room 1302. 
 
Tentative Syllabus: 
 
Week 1 
 
8/27 – Course Introduction 
 
Week 2 
 
9/3 –Introduction to Greek Epic, Homer, Iliad, Bks 1, 6, 18,  
 Week 3 
 
9/10 – Iliad continued, Bks 22, 24 
Introduction to Greek Tragedy and Sophocles, Oedipus Rex 
 
Week 4 
 
9/17 – Sophocles, Oedipus Rex (in Greek Tragedies), Review for Midterm Exam 1 
 
Week 5 
 
9/24 – Midterm Exam 1 (75 minutes), Ovid, Metamorphoses,  
 
Week 6 
 
10/1 –Boccaccio, The Decameron 
 
Week 7 
 
10/8–Cervantes, The Adventures of Don Quixote 
 
Week 8 
 
10/15 – Essay 1 due; Voltaire, Candide 
 
Week 9 
 
10/22 – Voltaire, Candide, Review for Midterm Exam 2 
 
Week 10 
 
10/29 – Midterm Exam 2 (75 minutes), Scheub, The African Storyteller 
 
Week 11 
 
11/5 – Scheub continued, Achebe, Things Fall Apart 
 
Week 12 
 
11/12 – Things Fall Apart continued, Okot p’Bitek, Song of Lawino, Song of Ocol 
 
Week 13 
 
11/19 –Song of Lawino, Song of Ocol continued, Ngugi Wa Thing'o, Weep Not Child  
 
Week 14 
 
12/3 – Weep Not Child continued  
 
Week 15 
 
12/10 – Essay 2 due, Review for Final Examination 
 
 
Final Examination will be held during the Final’s Week and will cover only the 
African Tradition.  
 
